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program notes 

piano Sonata No. 5 in g major, kv 283 ....................Wolfgang amadeus mozart
 Allegro .......................................................................................(1756-91)
 Andante
 Presto

piano Sonata No. 4 in e flat major, kv 282 ............................................mozart
 Adagio
 Menuetto I-II
 Allegro

piano Sonata No. 8 in a minor, kv 310 .................................................mozart
 Allegro maestoso
 Andante cantabile con espressione
 Presto

iNtermiSSioN

Ballade No. 1 in g minor, op. 23 ............................................. frédéric chopin
   ............................................................................................(1810-49)

Ballade No. 2 in f major, op. 38 .......................................................... chopin

Ballade No. 3 in a-flat major, op. 47 .................................................... chopin

Ballade No. 4 in f minor, op. 52 .......................................................... chopin

By John Benton

mozart’s leading piano solo works include the Sonatas, fantasies, rondos and variations.  
in addition, there are 25 concertos for piano and orchestra as well as numerous duets. these 
works ran the course of mozart’s creative life. in 1774-75, mozart composed six sonatas  
(k. 279-284), which he performed frequently on a grand tour of mannheim and paris in 1777-78. 
the first five show influences of haydn and Johann christian Bach but already incorporate the 
flowing imagination, melodic grace and originality of structure that characterize the later sonatas.

the fifth sonata, k. 283, is set in the pastoral and joyous key of g major. it displays novel ideas, 
musically and pianistically. the first movement is a clear-cut sonata form that adheres to an 
interplay of question-and-answer responses. the second movement, written in c major, is quite 
unpretentious, which in turn offers a great contrast to the other movements. the repeated notes 
of the theme are effective in creating a unique development section that modulates into d minor 
and eventually back to c major. a scintillating and virtuosic presto concludes the sonata. at the 
very end there is a typical mozartian joke: he wrote the word “coda” into the score, but instead 
of the expected elaborate epilogue, the end consists of only two concluding chords.

the e flat Sonata, k. 282 opens with a slow movement. this lyrical adagio is in sonata form, 
and in spite of its small dimensions, the movement shows mozart at his finest, expressive and 
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Lang Lang, piano // continued 

at the international tchaikovsky 
Competition for Young musicians held 
in Korea in 2009, you could certainly 
sense what the Today Show has called 
the “lang lang effect.” it’s a term that 
describes the piano frenzy among young 
Chinese musicians, a phenomenon that 
inspired 40 million Chinese children 
to play the piano with the hope of 
becoming the next lang lang. 

the already prestigious tchaikovsky 
Competition has additional significance 

for the Chinese students: it is the only competition lang lang has ever 
entered. Winning the competition (previously held in moscow) allowed 
then 13-year-old lang lang to embark on an international career and 
eventually earn his rock-star status in the classical music world. He is the 
quintessential role model to young, aspiring Chinese musicians (and to 
their tiger moms).

today, lang lang’s influence is far from being limited to his homeland. 
at age 14, he moved to the U.s. to study with gary graffman at the 
Curtis institute of music in Philadelphia. since then, he has performed 
at major venues all around the world and appeared at a number of 
non-musical occasions, from serving as the cultural ambassador of the 

Jung-min lee on Lang Lang

Chinese cities shenzheng and shenyang, to relaying the london olympic 
torch, to modeling for a luxury watch brand. lang lang has become a 
cultural icon both in the east and the West, an embodiment of ideals of 
globalization. the presence of a figure like lang lang is remarkable when 
one remembers that it has only been four decades since China’s Cultural 
revolution. 

lang lang is known for introducing new music written by Chinese 
composers to Western audiences and vice versa, but the Classical and 
romantic repertoire has remained at the center of his interest. He almost 
quit playing the instrument at a young age but found that his spirit was 
rekindled through mozart’s works; he played the complete Chopin etudes 
the same year he won the international tchaikovsky Competition. lang 
lang’s performance of the three mozart sonatas and Chopin Ballades at 
the Carolina Performing arts will be a unique opportunity to listen to the 
repertoire that is especially important to the performer. 

i recall attending lang lang’s performance of a rachmaninoff piano 
concerto many years ago. it exuded thrill as well as lyricism. i speculate 
the same will be true with this program in Chapel Hill. 

Jung-Min lee is a Ph.D. candidate in Musicology at Duke University. Her 
dissertation is on the topic of Musical Modernism and National Identity 
Formation in Korea post-1945. She has a Master’s degree in piano from the 
Manhattan School of Music.

biography 

exquisite. in contrast to this slow movement, 
the second movement is a lively minuet 
with a relatively long trio section that draws 
on austrian dance traditions. Such folk or 
popular elements are relatively rare in mozart’s 
works, but this movement is an exception. the 
third movement finale is an irresistibly fresh 
and brilliant allegro that concludes a distinctly 
original and lovable work.

the a minor Sonata, k. 310 was written under 
the weight of mozart’s grief at his mother’s 
death in paris. for mozart, the key of a minor 
was one of hopelessness. the mood fills 
the Sonata with darkness; even the presto 
is lurking in shadow. the texture in the first 
movement is orchestral in its fullness, and 
the relentless pulsing of the accompanying 
chords suggests demonic or sinister qualities 
that constantly alternate between anguish and 
resignation. the second movement is written in 
f major and is marked andante cantabile con 
espressione. it serves as an ethereal contrast 
that is framed with warmth and grace and a 
delicate restraint. the final movement, a presto, 
reverts to the foreboding of the first movement; 
but instead of presenting the drama with the 
help of an orchestral texture, this finale gives 
a more subdued image of the underlying mood 
of tragedy. the movement is one of the most 
desolate mozart ever composed. mozart, unlike 
Beethoven, rarely resolved his minor-key works 

into radiant major finales; he seldom allowed 
joy to conquer tragedy.

in 1836, chopin introduced the term "ballad" 
into piano music with the publication of his 
Ballade op. 23. until then, the term had only 
been used in literature and vocal music. indeed, 
all four of chopin’s ballades have the character 
of a dramatic story – the musical thread is spun 
with increasing tension throughout the work, 
reaching a powerful climax at the end. chopin 
composed his four ballades during his mature 
stage, after he left his polish homeland. it is 
said that chopin wrote music for the Lithuanian 
Ballads of the polish poet adam mickiewicz. 
chopin's ballades are pure music in its finest 
form, without any suggested narration. though 
chopin was somewhat inspired by the stories 
of his native poland, particularly the poems of 
adam mickiewicz, he wanted listeners to follow 
their own narration through his music. therefore, 
all analyses of the content of chopin's ballades 
are merely suggestions. 

the ballades are considered the finest of 
chopin's creations and among the most 
representative of romantic music. though Liszt 
and Brahms, among others, also composed 
the ballade genre after chopin, the musical 
term is widely associated with chopin and his 
ballades are among the most frequently played 
in concerts around the world.

John Benton received his Bachelor of Music 
and Master of Arts in Teaching degrees from 
UNC-Chapel Hill. He is currently the choral and 
orchestra director at McDougle Middle School 
in the Chapel Hill-Carrboro School System.

lang lang, piano 
if one word applies to Lang Lang, it is 
“inspiration.” he inspires millions, whether in 
intimate recitals or on the grandest of stages. 
he forms enduring musical partnerships with 
the world’s greatest artists, from conductors 
such as daniel Barenboim, gustavo dudamel 
and Sir Simon rattle to dubstep dancer 
marquese “Nonstop” Scott and jazz titan herbie 
hancock. thanks to his Sony ambassadorship, 
he brought prokofiev’s 7th piano Sonata to the 
soundtrack of the multi-million-selling computer 
game Gran Turismo 5. he builds cultural bridges 
between east and West, introducing chinese 
music to Western audiences and vice versa.  

Yet he never forgets what first inspired and 
continues to inspire him: great artists – above 
all, the great composers – whose music 
he now delights in bringing to others. even 
that famous old Tom and Jerry cartoon “the 
cat concerto,” which introduced him, as a 
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carolinaperformingarts.org/angel | 919.843.1869

Be an angel. 
suPPort students’ aCCess to tHe arts.  
Make a gift to the Student Ticket Angel Fund today.

Being able to see people  
like Yo-Yo ma perform for  

$10 as a student  
is just incredible. No other 
medium can make me feel  
the way i do when i listen  
to music or see a performance. 
– Sheena Ozaki, Class of 2014 

child, to the music of Liszt. that childlike 
excitement at the discovery of music stays 
with him and propels him to what he calls  
his second career – bringing music into 
the lives of children around the world, both 
through his work for charities such as uNicef  
and through his own Lang Lang international 
music foundation. 

Time Magazine named Lang Lang in the  
“time 100,” citing him as a symbol of the 
youth of china and its future. Steinway & Sons, 
for the first time, named a piano model after  
a single artist when they introduced “the 
Lang Lang piano” to china, specially designed  
for education.   

Lang Lang mentors prodigies; convenes 
100 piano students at a time in concert; 
and dedicated his Lang Lang international 
music foundation to cultivating tomorrow’s 
top pianists, music education at the forefront 
of technology, and building a young audience. 
honors include being listed as one of the World 
economic forum’s 250 Young global Leaders; 
honorary doctorates from the royal college of 
music and manhattan School of music; the 
highest prize awarded by china’s ministry of 
culture; germany’s order of merit; and france’s 
medal of the order of arts and Letters. 
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