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"noT even wynTon blowS So much 
emotion into a horn.”
– New York Press

irvin maYFiEld and  
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jim ketCh on  irvin mayField and The new orleanS Jazz orcheSTra

The Crescent City is coming to Chapel Hill! Irvin 
Mayfield and the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra 
continue to extend the rich tradition of the jazz 
orchestra by celebrating the jazz heritage of 
New Orleans, while also exploring jazz-inspired 
arrangements of music by rock bands Led Zeppelin, 
Queen, and Nirvana. 

This appearance of Irvin Mayfield and the NOJO 
comes just in time to celebrate Mardi Gras. Mayfield, 
a young, soulful trumpeter, founded the NOJO in 
2002 and has successfully positioned the band as 

a national touring ensemble. What a wonderful opportunity for Mayfield and 
the NOJO to share with national audiences the spirited and celebratory music 
of New Orleans while also using the platform to commission contemporary 
jazz arrangements of music which embraces rock and funk as well. 

The days of the Duke Ellington Orchestra touring 50 weeks a year have 
come and gone. Now, the modern jazz artist embraces a variety of projects, 
causes, and visions in order to influence the musical landscape of America. 
Irvin Mayfield is winner of a Grammy Award and a Billboard Contemporary 

Latin Jazz Award and he is Artistic Director of the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra. 
But that is but a portion of Irvin’s vision for how jazz should once again be 
front and center in American culture. Mayfield is Artistic Director of Jazz at 
the Minnesota Orchestra, he is currently a professor at the University of New 
Orleans, where he also serves as Director of the New Orleans Jazz Institute, 
and he was nominated to the National Council on the Arts by President George 
W. Bush and was subsequently appointed to the post by President Barack 
Obama in 2010. 

I look forward to the concert of the NOJO for many reasons. Being a trumpeter, 
I enjoy Irvin Mayfield’s playing. He is a bold and inspired soloist. But I also want 
to listen to the grooves of a band that hails from New Orleans and embraces 
the party-music traditions of that great city. One of the best features of a big 
band is discovering the small ensembles within the larger unit. Let’s also listen 
to the drummer and bassist for those swinging hand-clapping grooves. The Fat 
Tuesday feast is on!

Jim Ketch is Professor of Music and Director of Jazz Studies at UNC-
Chapel Hill. 

 

biographies

irvin maYFiEld,   
artiStic dirEctor/trumpEt
Irvin Mayfield is a Grammy and Billboard Award-winning artist with 15 albums to 
his credit. He is the founding artistic director of the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra 
and currently serves as artistic director of Jazz at the Minnesota Orchestra. He 
is a professor at the University of New Orleans, where he also serves as director 
of the New Orleans Jazz Institute. In 2009, he entered into a historic partnership 
with the Royal Sonesta Hotel and created Irvin Mayfield’s Jazz Playhouse, which 
brought "Jazz back to Bourbon Street" in the historic French Quarter. Mayfield 
was nominated to the National Council on the Arts by President George W. Bush 
and was subsequently appointed to the post by President Barack Obama in 
2010. Mayfield also received The Chancellor’s Award from the University of 
New Orleans (the highest ranking award given to a professor) in 2010 and was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from Dillard University in 2011.

A passionate advocate for New Orleans and for the arts, Mayfield is chairman 
of the board for the Soledad O'Brien & Brad Raymond Foundation as well as the 
New Orleans African American Museum of Art, Culture and History. He is also 
chairman emeritus of the New Orleans Public Library and serves on the boards 
of Louisiana State University’s Department of Psychiatry and Health Science, 
the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Foundation, the New Orleans Police and 
Justice Foundation, Tulane University’s School of Architecture, Unity of Greater 
New Orleans, the Urban Libraries Council, and the Youth Rescue Initiative.

nEw orlEanS jazz orchEStra
Founded in 2002 by artistic director and Grammy Award-winning trumpeter 
Irvin Mayfield, The New Orleans Jazz Orchestra (NOJO) creates jazz to enhance 
life, transform place and elevate spirit. NOJO inspires freedom and culture in 
the individual and the global community by creating authentic, engaging jazz 
experiences that celebrate the origins and transform the future of jazz. As a 
performing arts organization, their goal is to strengthen the business of jazz 
through performances, tours, recordings, education and media platforms. 
NOJO is the first and only performing arts institution committed solely to the 
development of an industry for jazz in the city that created it. 

In the 12 years since its incorporation as a 501(c)(3) arts and culture 
organization, NOJO has become a leading voice of jazz in New Orleans and 
throughout the nation, characterized by immense talent, passion and innovation. 
The New Orleans Jazz Orchestra understands that for the human experience to 
be maximized, all individuals, and the global community, must encounter the 
elements of truth, love and beauty. As a performing arts organization, NOJO 
uses these three tenets to frame its goal of strengthening the business of jazz 
through performances, tours, recordings, education and media platforms. In 
these ways, NOJO seeks to provide meaningful jazz experiences for whomever 
they are privileged to encounter.

neW orleans Jazz orCHestra
irvin Mayfield, artistic director/trumpet
Barney floyd, trumpet
ashlin Parker, trumpet
glenn Hall, trumpet
leon Brown, trumpet
James Williams,  
 slide trumpet/sousaphone

Michael Watson, trombone
david Harris, trombone
emily fredrickson, trombone

khari lee, alto/soprano saxophones
Jeronne ansari, alto saxophone/flute
ed Petersen, tenor saxophone

ricardo Pascal,  
 tenor saxophone
Jason Marshall,  
 baritone saxophone
Jasen Weaver, bass 
sam friend, guitar/banjo
victor atkins, piano
adonis rose, drums

Program to be announced from the stage.
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