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Brian H. scott, lighting supervisor
scott fraser, sound designer

* Written for Kronos  /  + Arranged for Kronos

Prelude to a Black Hole 
Eternal Memory to the Virtuous+ ....................................................................................Byzantine Chant 
  arr. Aleksandra Vrebalov

Three Pieces for String Quartet  ...................................................................................... Igor Stravinsky
 Dance – Eccentric – Canticle (1882-1971)
   
Last Kind Words+ .............................................................................................................Geeshie Wiley 
  (ca. 1906-1939)
  arr. Jacob Garchik

Evic Taksim+ ............................................................................................................. Tanburi Cemil Bey 
  (1873-1916)
  arr. Stephen Prutsman

Trois beaux oiseaux du Paradis+ ........................................................................................Maurice Ravel 
  (1875-1937)
  arr. JJ Hollingsworth

Smyrneiko Minore+ ............................................................................................................... Traditional 
  arr. Jacob Garchik

Six Bagatelles, Op. 9 ...................................................................................................... Anton Webern
 Mäßig – Leicht bewegt – Ziemlich fließend – (1883-1945)
 Sehr langsam – Äußerst langsam – Fließend
 

They Are There! Fighting for the People’s New Free World ....................................................... Charles Ives
  (1874-1954)

Nunc Dimittis from All-Night Vigil+ .............................................................................Sergei Rachmaninov 
  (1873-1943)
  arr. Kronos Quartet

Beyond Zero: 1914-1918* ......................................................................................Aleksandra Vrebalov
A new work for quartet with film (b. 1970)

program

aleksandra vrebalov, composer
Bill Morrison, filmmaker
david Harrington and drew Cameron, creative consultants
Janet Cowperthwaite, producer
kronos Performing arts association, production management

kronos Quartet 
david Harrington, violin 
John sherba, violin 

Hank dutt, viola 
sunny Yang, cello
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KronoS QuartEt
For more than 40 years, San Francisco’s Kronos Quartet – David 
Harrington (violin), John Sherba (violin), Hank Dutt (viola), and Sunny 
Yang (cello) – has combined a spirit of fearless exploration with a 
commitment to continually re-imagining the string quartet experience. 
In the process, Kronos has become one of the world’s most celebrated 
and influential ensembles, performing thousands of concerts worldwide, 
releasing more than 50 recordings, collaborating with many of the 
world’s most intriguing and accomplished composers and performers, 
and commissioning more than 800 works and arrangements for string 
quartet. A Grammy winner, Kronos is also the only recipient of both the 
Polar Music Prize and the Avery Fisher Prize.

Integral to Kronos’ work is a series of long-running, in-depth collaborations 
with many of the world’s foremost composers, including Americans Terry 
Riley, Philip Glass, and Steve Reich; Azerbaijan’s Franghiz Ali-Zadeh; 
Poland’s Henryk Górecki; and Serbia’s Aleksandra Vrebalov. Additional 
collaborators in concert and/or on disc have included Chinese pipa 
virtuoso Wu Man, performance artist Laurie Anderson, Azeri vocalist 
Alim Qasimov, iconic Bollywood “playback singer” Asha Bhosle, Inuit 
throat singer Tanya Tagaq, Beatles legend Paul McCartney, and rockers 
Tom Waits, Amon Tobin, and The National.

The quartet spends five months per year on tour, appearing in the 
world’s most prestigious concert halls, clubs, and festivals. Kronos is 
equally prolific and wide-ranging on recordings, including Pieces of Africa 
(1992), a showcase of African-born composers that simultaneously 
topped Billboard’s Classical and World Music lists; Nuevo (2002), a 
Grammy- and Latin Grammy-nominated celebration of Mexican culture; 

and the 2004 Grammy winner, Alban Berg’s Lyric Suite. Kronos’ two 
most recent releases (both in 2014) are Kronos Explorer Series, a five-
CD retrospective boxed set; and the single-disc A Thousand Thoughts, 
featuring mostly unreleased recordings from throughout Kronos’ career.

With a staff of eleven based in San Francisco, the non-profit Kronos 
Performing Arts Association (KPAA) manages all aspects of Kronos’ 
work, including the commissioning of new works, concert tours and 
home-season performances, and education programs.

Bill morriSon, FilmmaKEr
Bill Morrison’s films often combine archival film material set to contemporary 
music. He has collaborated with some of the most influential composers 
of our time, including John Adams, Laurie Anderson, Gavin Bryars, Dave 
Douglas, Richard Einhorn, Philip Glass, Michael Gordon, Henryk Górecki, 
Bill Frisell, Vijay Iyer, Jóhann Jóhannsson, David Lang, Julia Wolfe, and 
Steve Reich, among many others.

Decasia (67 min, 2002), a collaboration with the composer Michael 
Gordon, was selected to the US Library of Congress’ 2013 National 
Film Registry, becoming the most modern film named to the list that 
preserves works of “great cultural, historic or aesthetic significance 
to the nation’s cinematic heritage.” Morrison's films are also in the 
collection of the Museum of Modern Art, Walker Art Center, and the 
EYE Film Institute. He is a Guggenheim fellow and has received the 
Alpert Award for the Arts, an NEA Creativity Grant, Creative Capital, and 
a fellowship from the Foundation for Contemporary Arts. His theatrical 
projection design has been recognized with two Bessie Awards and an 
Obie Award.

biographies

pulp prints on combat paper, by Drew cameron
The size of the actual prints are 11"x14" on Combat Paper. The process I used was to gather source material from Bill Morrison (stills he selected from 
some of the archival footage), handwritten notes from Aleksandra Vrebalov from her creation of the composition, and portraits of WWI soldiers about 
to ship off to war from the MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History. Using these in a digital photograph form I rendered them into high-contrast 
images that I used to create positives for silkscreen stencils. I burned the silkscreen stencils and then printed the images with a highly beaten, 
pigmented spray pulp onto a freshly formed sheet of Combat Paper. Essentially I print with paper pulp onto wet paper. When they dry, the printed image 
and sheet of paper become one! I would call them Pulp Prints on Combat Paper. The uniforms I used were from recently returned veterans who have 
participated in my workshops; the fiber represents all branches of military service.

- Drew Cameron, Combat Paper Project Through papermaking workshops, the Combat Paper Project helps veterans use their uniforms worn in service 
to create works of art. The uniforms are cut up, beaten into a pulp and formed into sheets of paper. Participants 
use the transformative process of papermaking to reclaim their uniforms as art and express their experiences 
with the military. A Combat Paper exhibition will take place in Gerrard Hall from January 30-31 as a free, 
non-ticketed event open to the public.
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DreW Cameron on  beyond zero

In 2013, Morrison was honored with retrospective programs in four 
different countries: the Walker Art Museum, Minneapolis; the Vila 
Do Conde Short Film Festival, Portugal; the Adelaide Film Festival, 
Australia; and the Aarhus Film Festival, Denmark. In 2014 The 
Great Flood will open theatrically, and The Miners Hymns will tour 
with live musical performances in the US and UK.

Morrison had a mid-career retrospective at the Museum of Modern 
Art, NY in October-November 2014. His work is distributed by Icarus 
Films in North America, and the BFI in the UK. 

alEKSandra vrEBalov, compoSEr
Aleksandra Vrebalov (b. 1970), a native of the former Yugoslavia, 
left Serbia in 1995 and continued her education in the United 
States. She holds a BA in Composition from Novi Sad University 
in Serbia, a MM from San Francisco Conservatory of Music and a 
doctorate in composition from the University of Michigan. She lives 
in New York City.

Vrebalov, named 2011 Composer of the Year by Muzika Klasika (for 
her opera Mileva, commissioned by the Serbian National Theater for 
its 150th anniversary season), has received awards by American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, Vienna Modern Masters, ASCAP, Meet 
the Composer, Douglas Moore Foundation and two Mokranjac Awards, 
given by Serbian Association of Composers for best work premiered 
in the country in 2010 and 2012. 

Vrebalov has had her works performed by the Kronos Quartet, 
David Krakauer, ETHEL, Jorge Caballero, Serbian National Theater, 
and Belgrade Philharmonic, among others. Vrebalov has been 
commissioned by Carnegie Hall, Brooklyn Youth Chorus, Barlow 
Endowment, Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center, Merkin Hall, 
San Francisco Conservatory, Louth Contemporary Music Society 
(Ireland). Her works have been choreographed by Dusan Tynek 
Dance Theater (NYC), Rambert Dance Company (UK), Take Dance 
(NYC), and Providence Festival Ballet. Her music has been used in 
two films dealing with atrocities of war: Soul Murmur directed by 
Helen Doyle (Canada) and Slucaj Kepiro by Natasa Krstic (Serbia). 

Vrebalov’s string quartet …hold me, neighbor, in this storm… was 
written for and recorded by Kronos for the album Floodplain. Her 
string quartet Pannonia Boundless, also for Kronos, was published 
by Boosey & Hawkes as part of the Kronos Collection, and recorded 
for the album Kronos Caravan. www.aleksandravrebalov.com.

for the kronos Quartet/kronos Performing arts association

Janet Cowperthwaite, managing director
laird rodet, associate director
sidney Chen, artistic administrator
Mason dille, development associate
scott fraser, sound designer
Christina Johnson, communications and new media manager
nikolás McConnie-saad, office manager
kären nagy, strategic initiatives director
Hannah neff, production associate
lucinda toy, business operations manager

Contact
Kronos Quartet/Kronos Performing Arts Association
PO Box 225340 
San Francisco, CA 94122-5340  
kronosquartet.org
facebook.com/kronosquartet
instagram.com/kronos_quartet
Twitter: @kronosquartet #kronos

The Kronos Quartet records for Nonesuch Records.

Beyond Zero: 1914–1918, with music by Aleksandra Vrebalov and film by 
Bill Morrison, is supported in part by an award to the Kronos Performing Arts 
Association from the National Endowment for the Arts. Art Works. Additional 
funding for the project is provided by The MAP Fund, supported by the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
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