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Fans of Lucy Alibar’s Oscar-nominated 
screenplay for Beasts of the Southern Wild 
will rejoice to see her new one-woman show 

at Carolina Performing Arts. Alibar’s breakout film told 
the story of a six-year-old dynamo named Hushpuppy, 
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whose relationship with her dying father plays out against 
the dying-and-renewing landscape of Terrebonne Parish 
during Hurricane Katrina. At once a folktale, a magical realist 
narrative, and an elegy for communities under threat of 
climate change, Beasts, adapted from Alibar’s play Juicy and 
Delicious, vaulted both Alibar and the young lead of the film, 
Quvenzhané Wallis, into the spotlight at festivals and award 
shows around the world.

Drawing powerfully upon the rural childhood that influenced 
the creation of Hushpuppy, Alibar returns with a show that 
muses on the vitality and zaniness of her memories of family 

life in the Florida panhandle. Through all her migrations around 
Brooklyn, Cannes, and Hollywood, these are still the memories 
that reach out and inspire her.

As the Carolina Performing Arts Curatorial Fellow for the 
15/16 season, I searched for performances that would not 
only connect with different aspects of my teaching and 
research, but also that I thought would resonate with the 
Carolina campus and community. Throw Me On the Burnpile 
and Light Me Up caught my attention because Alibar has 
continued to refine her unique voice: a child’s point of view 
that is alternately naïve and eerily wise. Instead of flood, this 
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time we have fire, but once again we have a tense and loving 
relationship between the narrator and her Daddy. Alibar’s 
inspiration is her own life, especially the father who told her 
she stole a lot of his lines for her film. I also see traces of 
Southern literary forebears such as Harper Lee, (what better 
model for a precocious female narrator than Scout of To Kill 
a Mockingbird?), Eudora Welty, Erskine Caldwell, and William 
Faulkner in the cadences of her characters’ speech, her black 
comedy, and the imbrication of daily life with the Baptist 
tradition — not to mention the occasional controversy of her 
depictions. 

I was intrigued by how the reception of Beasts of the 
Southern Wild focused simultaneously on its timeless, mythic 
quality and its depiction of Hurricane Katrina’s effects and 
evacuations. A large part of my research investigates how 
the many American authors who came of age in the 1930s 
embraced but struggled with the need during the Cold War 
to create an American literature that appealed to supposedly 
universalist values, but often did so through intensely regional, 
specific narratives. In this, too, Alibar is Faulkner’s child, 
building upon her local identity to create narratives with which 
audiences worldwide connect for reasons that are personal, 
political, or both.

Alibar continues to work on screenplays, solo shows, plays, 
and even a novel. Despite Beasts’ fame, her chief medium 
thus far has been theater (Gorgeous Raptors, Mommy Says 
I’m Pretty on the Insides), and we are privileged to get to see 
one of these works on this campus. Long may she light her 
audience up.  

For more information about Arts@TheCore, 
or to bring a class to a performance, contact 
us: Aaron Shackelford, Mellon Postdoctoral 
Fellow: ashackel@unc.edu; Jane F. Thrailkill, 
Mellon Distinguished Scholar: tkill@unc.edu; 
carolinaperformingarts.org/artsthecore/ 


